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Part 1 - Rationale
Family and community engagement in classroom activities is an essential contributor to overall success in school. Parents increasingly understand why it is important for them to be part of their children's education. Parents also must realize that communication and engaging in school activities require them to be part of decision-making committees. Studies have demonstrated that parental engagement influences students’ learning than when students engage with their teachers at school. Engagement in school includes being part of family-teacher conferences, attending meetings, holding positions in the school boards, and regularly volunteering in the classroom setting. Family and community engagement positively influences student’s grades, attitudes, test scores, and behavior. 
Part 2 - Research
Parent-Teacher communication/conferences
In the article “Improving Parent-Teacher Communication in Your School," Pbisrewards (2020) considers the extent to which parent-teacher communication improves learning success. The authors outline various strategies that can help improve communication in the school setting because it affects students' confidence, attitude, and involvement in the classroom setting. According to the article, parents should be encouraged to connect with their children through communication. Parents and teachers should have a clear line of communication that promotes responsibility and respect as well as enhancing the readiness of students to learn. In addition, when teachers ask for parents' input into the student’s involvement, they can establish dialogues with parents, which can translate into their children's performance. Furthermore, the authors believe that teachers should have many ways of communicating with parents, such as phone calls, emails, and consistent notes throughout the year. This way, parents can be involved with their children's education, and two-way communication can help students improve performance.   
Working with families from diverse backgrounds
In the article, “Working with Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Families," Bruns & Corso (2003) believe that several strategies can help students and families from diverse backgrounds. The authors believe in respecting individuality among family members. Within the classroom setting, educators need to acquire knowledge and understand the diversity of family structures to increase their ability to respond to the student's needs and that of the family members. In addition, the authors argue that it is best practice for teachers to communicate in culturally appropriate ways. Since teachers have the primary dominating communication in a classroom setting, they need to consider family members with diverse backgrounds. This information is helpful in maintaining open and ongoing communication with families from diverse backgrounds. 
Families in classrooms
The article “Communication with Families: How to Involve Families in the Classroom” by Carla Poole (2021) considers the importance of involving families in the classrooms through programs that establish bonds. According to the author, teachers, students, and families need to become a network emphasizing the child's learning. The article provides ideas on how to continue establishing bonds with students and families in the classroom setting. While most teachers put enough effort into communicating with family members, Poole believes that it is essential to consider programs that can help with the involvement. Educators can encourage families to be involved in classrooms by inviting them to different classroom activities. The author also shows that spending time with children in the school brings comfort and allows children to feel supported. This information will be helpful in providing a direction towards realizing the activities that families and teachers can share with children in the classroom setting. 
Working to resolve challenging attitudes and behavior in family involvement
In the article “Building Trust with Schools and Diverse Families," Brewster & Railsback (2014) argues that although family involvement can improve students' performance, various challenging attitudes and behaviors are linked to family involvement. In the article, the authors propose ways of building trust and resolving these challenges. According to the authors, it is common for educators to assume that families are not willing to be active with their children’s school, and this leads to challenges for both the teachers and the parents. Therefore, it is important for teachers to provide a good impression rather than making families feel ignored when they first arrive in their students’ schools. In addition, some educators do not correctly establish better communications or simply avoid it altogether. Families should also work towards building self-confidence to work with their children on school activities. This information will inform my research on ways to resolve common challenging attitudes and behavior in family involvement with their children’s school activities.  
It Takes a Village- Community involvement.
The article, Top Benefits of Family and Community Engagement by Hanoverresearch (2020) discusses the importance of community and family involvement in school. The authors argue that when families and communities come together to support learning, students get the chance to improve their school performance, and they develop much better confidence with the class activities. According to the article, creating a solid relationship between the community, family, and the school is essential for students because they begin to perform better in the classroom. When the community and family members unite, students change their behavior and improve attendance. The authors suggest hosting workshops to educate the community and family members on various programs that can promote collaboration. In addition, the authors believe that community engagement can increase the school’s reputation and improve academic outcomes. In general, it takes a family-community effort to help learners improve their learning and feel supported in the school environment. 
Part 3- Implementation
Implementing parent involvement research into my new classroom on Day 1 will require a collaboration between the family and the school environment. There is a lot to be done, but the first steps would require me to create opportunities that stimulate the involvement and making the engagement more meaningful and accessible to all parents. The strategies for engaging the families would be:
Step 1-: Collaborating with the family. 
In this first step, I would communicate with the family members and ask them whether they would be interested in their children's school activities. I would also suggest ways through which the school can facilitate the involvement to develop an actual family-school relationship.
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Fig1: Communicating with the parent 
Communicating with the parent will allow me to create an impression and highlight important factors that can help the student to succeed in the classroom setting. 
Step 2-: Creating more activities and family-accessible events.
My second step would be to create more activities for the families and their children. For example, I would provide transportation and childcare, which would enable parents who did not previously engage in the school activities to be more involved and comfortable. This would also require me to provide different events at different times of the week for every family member to participate in their children’s school activities.
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Fig2: Activities and family-accessible events.
Creating a model such as the one illustrated above will enable the parents to engage meaningfully with the students in a classroom setting. Providing positive support will also allow the parents to interact with their children in the classroom and at home actively. 
Step 3-: Building connection. 
The third step would require a strong connection between the family members and the school environment. Families begin to feel comfortable attending school events after ensuring that there are people within the classroom environment that they know and can talk to easily. Family members tend to be interested in activities that connect them directly with their kids. Therefore, it is important for me to constantly communicate with the parents and build a lasting connection that brings them closer to the students.  
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Fig3: Building connection
To be sure, no specific model increases trust and helps build a relationship for teachers and families to develop strong relationships. However, establishing a connection with several families can influence students’ learning than when students engage with their teachers alone. Therefore, creating a strong relationship between the community, family, and the school is essential for student’s achievement in the classroom environment. 
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